[B] They said to him, “Rabbi, do not look upon his deeds but on his 
Torah.” 


[C] At that moment Rabbi wept and decreed that they should be 
provided for. He said, “If these are [the children] raised by this 
man who labored in the Torah for the wrong motives, how much 
more would be achieved by one who labors in it for the right 
motives [lit., for the sake of heaven] !” 


[11:10 A] R. Eleazar said in the name of Ben Sirah, “‘Why attempt to find out 


[B] 


[C] 


what is hidden from you? Why search out what is deeper than Sheol? 
Reflect [only] on what is permitted to you. Hidden things are no 
concern of yours’” (Qoh. 3:20-21). 


Rab said, ““Let the lying lips be dumb’ (Ps. 31:19). Let them be 
confounded, crushed, silenced. Let them be confounded — as you 
say:’ And the Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who 
makes him dumb, or deaf, or seeing, or blind?” (Exod. 4:11). Let 
them be crushed, as you say: ‘Behold we were binding sheaves’ (Gen. 
37:7). Let them be silenced, according to the literal meaning: “Which 
speak arrogantly against the righteous’ (Ps. 31:19), who speak 
concerning the Righteous One of the World words that he has withheld 
from his creatures. 


““Tn pride and contempt’ (Ps. 31:19) — this refers to the one who 
boasts, saying, ‘I will expound the Work of Creation,’ thinking that he 
is like one who exalts [his Creator], while in reality he is only like one 
who despises him.” 


[11:11 A] R. Yosé ben Hanina said, “He who exalts himself at the cost of his 


fellow’s humiliation has no share in the World to Come. How much 
more he who exalts himself against the Life of the Worlds! What is 
written after it? ‘How abundant is your goodness, which you have laid 
up for those who fear you’ (Ps. 31:20). Let him have no [share] in your 
abundant goodness.” 


[11:12 A] R. Levi said, “‘It is the glory of God to conceal a thing’ (Prov. 25:2). It 


[B] 


is the glory of God to conceal a thing before the world was created. ‘It 
is the glory of kings to search a thing out’ (Prov. 25:2) — after the 
world was created.” 


R. Levi said, “‘Do you know this from of old?’ [i.e., before creation, ] 
but you [can have knowledge] ‘since man was placed on the 
earth’” (Job 20:4). 


